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§ 73.215 Contour protection for short-
spaced assignments.

The Commission will accept applica-
tions that specify short-spaced antenna
locations (locations that do not meet
the domestic co-channel and adjacent
channel minimum distance separation
requirements of § 73.207); Provided
That, such applications propose con-
tour protection, as defined in para-
graph (a) of this section, with all short-
spaced assignments, applications and
allotments, and meet the other appli-
cable requirements of this section.
Each application to be processed pursu-
ant to this section must specifically re-
quest such processing on its face, and
must include the necessary exhibit to
demonstrate that the requisite contour
protection will be provided. Such appli-
cations may be granted when the Com-
mission determines that such action
would serve the public interest, con-
venience, and necessity.

(a) Contour protection. Contour pro-
tection, for the purpose of this section,
means that on the same channel and on
the first, second and third adjacent
channels, the predicted interfering con-
tours of the proposed station do not
overlap the predicted protected con-
tours of other short-spaced assign-
ments, applications and allotments,
and the predicted interfering contours
of other short-spaced assignments, ap-
plications and allotments do not over-
lap the predicted protected contour of
the proposed station.

(1) The protected contours, for the
purpose of this section, are defined as
follows. For all Class B and B1 stations
on Channels 221 through 300 inclusive,
the F(50,50) field strengths along the
protected contours are 0.5 mV/m (54
dBµ) and 0.7 mV/m (57 dBµ), respec-
tively. For all other stations, the
F(50,50) field strength along the pro-
tected contour is 1.0 mV/m (60 dBµ).

(2) The interfering contours, for the
purpose of this section, are defined as
follows. For co-channel stations, the
F(50,10) field strength along the inter-
fering contour is 20 dB lower than the
F(50,50) field strength along the pro-
tected contour for which overlap is pro-
hibited. For first adjacent channel sta-
tions (±200 kHz), the F(50,10) field
strength along the interfering contour
is 6 dB lower than the F(50,50) field

strength along the protected contour
for which overlap is prohibited. For
both second and third adjacent channel
stations (±400 kHz and ±600 kHz), the
F(50,10) field strength along the inter-
fering contour is 40 dB higher than the
F(50,50) field strength along the pro-
tected contour for which overlap is pro-
hibited.

(3) The locations of the protected and
interfering contours of the proposed
station and the other short-spaced as-
signments, applications and allotments
must be determined in accordance with
the procedures of paragraphs (c), (d)(2)
and (d)(3) of § 73.313, using data for as
many radials as necessary to accu-
rately locate the contours.

(4) Stations in Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands may submit application
for short-spaced locations provided the
predicted distance to their 1 mV/m
field strength contour is not extended
toward the 1 mV/m field strength con-
tour of any short-spaced station.

(b) Applicants requesting short-
spaced assignments pursuant to this
section must take into account the fol-
lowing factors in demonstrating that
contour protection is achieved:

(1) The ERP and antenna HAAT of
the proposed station in the direction of
the contours of other short-spaced as-
signments, applications and allot-
ments. If a directional antenna is pro-
posed, the pattern of that antenna
must be used to calculate the ERP in
particular directions. See § 73.316 for
additional requirements for directional
antennas.

(2) The ERP and antenna HAAT of
other short-spaced assignments, appli-
cations and allotments in the direction
of the contours of the proposed station.
The ERP and antenna HAATs in the di-
rections of concern must be determined
as follows:

(i) For vacant allotments, contours
are based on the presumed use, at the
allotment’s reference point, of the
maximum ERP that could be author-
ized for the station class of the allot-
ment, and antenna HAATs in the direc-
tions of concern that would result from
a non-directional antenna mounted at
a standard eight-radial antenna HAAT
equal to the reference HAAT for the
station class of the allotment.

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 12:47 Nov 24, 2000 Jkt 190186 PO 00000 Frm 00126 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\190186T.XXX pfrm02 PsN: 190186T



127

Federal Communications Commission § 73.215

(ii) For existing stations that were
not authorized pursuant to this sec-
tion, including stations with author-
ized ERP that exceeds the maximum
ERP permitted by § 73.211 for the stand-
ard eight-radial antenna HAAT em-
ployed, and for applications not re-
questing authorization pursuant to
this section, contours are based on the
presumed use of the maximum ERP for
the applicable station class (as speci-
fied in § 73.211), and the antenna HAATs
in the directions of concern that would
result from a non-directional antenna
mounted at a standard eight-radial an-
tenna HAAT equal to the reference
HAAT for the applicable station class,
without regard to any other restric-
tions that may apply (e.g. zoning laws,
FAA constraints, application of
§ 73.213).

(iii) For stations authorized pursuant
to this section, except stations with
authorized ERP that exceeds the max-
imum ERP permitted by § 73.211 for the
standard eight-radial antenna HAAT
employed, contours are based on the
use of the authorized ERP in the direc-
tions of concern, and HAATs in the di-
rections of concern derived from the
authorized standard eight-radial an-
tenna HAAT. For stations with author-
ized ERP that exceeds the maximum
ERP permitted by § 73.211 for the stand-
ard eight-radial antenna HAAT em-
ployed, authorized under this section,
contours are based on the presumed use
of the maximum ERP for the applica-
ble station class (as specified in
§ 73.211), and antenna HAATs in the di-
rections of concern that would result
from a non-directional antenna mount-
ed at a standard eight-radial antenna
HAAT equal to the reference HAAT for
the applicable station class, without
regard to any other restrictions that
may apply.

(iv) For applications containing a re-
quest for authorization pursuant to
this section, except for applications to
continue operation with authorized
ERP that exceeds the maximum ERP
permitted by § 73.211 for the standard
eight-radial antenna HAAT employed,
contours are based on the use of the
proposed ERP in the directions of con-
cern, and antenna HAATs in the direc-
tions of concern derived from the pro-
posed standard eight-radial antenna

HAAT. For applications to continue
operation with an ERP that exceeds
the maximum ERP permitted by
§ 73.211 for the standard eight-radial
HAAT employed, if processing is re-
quested under this section, contours
are based on the presumed use of the
maximum ERP for the applicable sta-
tion class (as specified in § 73.211), and
antenna HAATs in the directions of
concern that would result from a non-
directional antenna mounted at a
standard eight-radial antenna HAAT
equal to the reference HAAT for the
applicable station class, without regard
to any other restrictions that may
apply.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (b): Applicants are
cautioned that the antenna HAAT in any
particular direction of concern will not usu-
ally be the same as the standard eight-radial
antenna HAAT or the reference HAAT for
the station class.

(c) Applications submitted for proc-
essing pursuant to this section are not
required to propose contour protection
of any assignment, application or allot-
ment for which the minimum distance
separation requirements of § 73.207 are
met, and may, in the directions of
those assignments, applications and al-
lotments, employ the maximum ERP
permitted by § 73.211 for the standard
eight-radial antenna HAAT employed.

(d) Stations authorized pursuant to
this section may be subsequently au-
thorized on the basis of compliance
with the domestic minimum separation
distance requirements of § 73.207, upon
filing of an FCC Form 301 or FCC Form
340 (as appropriate) requesting a modi-
fication of authorization.

(e) The Commission will not accept
applications that specify a short-
spaced antenna location for which the
following minimum distance separa-
tion requirements, in kilometers
(miles), are not met:

Relation Co-Chan-
nel 200 kHz 400/600

kHz

A to A ...................... 92(57) 49(30) 29(18)
A to B1 .................... 119(74) 72(45) 46(29)
A to B ...................... 143(89) 96(60) 67(42)
A to C3 .................... 119(74) 72(45) 40(25)
A to C2 .................... 143(89) 89(55) 53(33)
A to C1 .................... 178(111) 111(69) 73(45)
A to C ...................... 203(126) 142(88) 93(58)
B1 to B1 .................. 143(89) 96(60) 48(30)
B1 to B .................... 178(111) 114(71) 69(43)
B1 to C3 .................. 143(89) 96(60) 48(30)
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Relation Co-Chan-
nel 200 kHz 400/600

kHz

B1 to C2 .................. 175(109) 114(71) 55(34)
B1 to C1 .................. 200(124) 134(83) 75(47)
B1 to C .................... 233(145) 165(103) 95(59)
B to B ...................... 211(131) 145(90) 71(44)
B to C3 .................... 178(111) 114(70) 69(43)
B to C2 .................... 211(131) 145(90) 71(44)
B to C1 .................... 241(150) 169(105) 77(48)
B to C ...................... 270(168) 195(121) 105(65)
C3 to C3 .................. 142(88) 89(55) 42(26)
C3 to C2 .................. 166(103) 106(66) 55(34)
C3 to C1 .................. 200(124) 133(83) 75(47)
C3 to C .................... 226(140) 165(103) 95(59)
C2 to C2 .................. 177(110) 117(73) 56(35)
C2 to C1 .................. 211(131) 144(90) 76(47)
C2 to C .................... 237(147) 176(109) 96(60)
C1 to C1 .................. 224(139) 158(98) 79(49)
C1 to C .................... 249(155) 188(117) 105(65)
C to C ...................... 270(168) 209(130) 105(65)

[54 FR 9802, Mar. 8, 1989, as amended at 54 FR
35340, Aug. 25, 1989; 56 FR 57294, Nov. 8, 1991;
57 FR 46325, Oct. 8, 1992]

§ 73.220 Restrictions on use of chan-
nels.

(a) The frequency 89.1 MHz (channel
206) is revised in the New York City
metropolitan area for the use of the
United Nations with the equivalent of
an antenna height of 150 meters (492
feet) above average terrain and effec-
tive radiated power of 20 kWs, and the
FCC will make no assignments which
would cause objectionable interference
with such use.

(b) In Alaska, FM broadcast stations
operating on Channels 221–300 (92.1–
107.9 MHz) shall not cause harmful in-
terference to and must accept inter-
ference from non-Government fixed op-
erations authorized prior to January 1,
1982.

[43 FR 45845, Oct. 4, 1978, as amended at 46 FR
50376, Oct. 13, 1981, 47 FR 30068, July 12, 1982;
48 FR 29507, June 27, 1983]

§ 73.232 Territorial exclusivity.
No licensee of an FM broadcast sta-

tion shall have any arrangement with a
network organization which prevents
or hinders another station serving sub-
stantially the same area from broad-
casting the network’s programs not
taken by the former station, or which
prevents or hinders another station
serving a substantially different area
from broadcasting any program of the
network organization: Provided, how-
ever, That this section does not pro-
hibit arrangements under which the
station is granted first call within its

primary service area upon the net-
work’s programs. The term ‘‘network
organization’’ means any organization
originating program material, with or
without commercial messages, and fur-
nishing the same to stations inter-
connected so as to permit simultaneous
broadcast by all or some of them. How-
ever, arrangements involving only sta-
tions under common ownership, or only
the rebroadcast by one station of pro-
gramming from another with no com-
pensation other than a lump-sum pay-
ment by the station rebroadcasting,
are not considered arrangements with
a network organization. The term ‘‘ar-
rangement‘‘ means any contract, ar-
rangement or understanding, express
or implied.

[42 FR 16422, Mar. 28, 1977, as amended at 57
FR 48333, Oct. 23, 1992]

§ 73.239 Use of common antenna site.
No FM broadcast station license or

renewal of FM broadcast station li-
cense will be granted to any person
who owns, leases, or controls a par-
ticular site which is peculiarly suitable
for FM broadcasting in a particular
area and (a) which is not available for
use by other FM broadcast station li-
censees; and (b) no other comparable
site is available in the area; and (c)
where the exclusive use of such site by
the applicant or licensee would unduly
limit the number of FM broadcast sta-
tions that can be authorized in a par-
ticular area or would unduly restrict
competition among FM broadcast sta-
tions.

[28 FR 13623, Dec. 14, 1963]

§ 73.258 Indicating instruments.
(a) Each FM broadcast station shall

be equipped with indicating instru-
ments which conform with the speci-
fications described in § 73.1215 for deter-
mining power by the indirect method;
for indicating the relative amplitude of
the transmission line radio frequency
current, voltage, or power; and with
such other instruments as are nec-
essary for the proper adjustment, oper-
ation, and maintenance of the trans-
mitting system.

(b) The function of each instrument
shall be clearly and permanently
shown in the instrument itself or on
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